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that so far as regards the internal government of Austria, very
favourable changes have taken place. The representative
principle has been introduced, and what would have been true
of the Austria of Metternich would not be true of the Austria
of the present day. In Russia great changes have taken place
in the internal government of the country, in the emancipation
of the serfs, and in many other things. But in Austria more
progress yet has been made towards the establishment of con-
stitutional freedom. But it does not follow, if you observe
the lessons of history, that when a country adopts constitu-
tional government, it immediately alters the tone of its policy
abroad. If you will observe our own history, you will bear
in mind it was not in the time of the Stuarts, when despotism
prevailed, that we provoked America to rebellion. It was
after we had matured to a great doj^vec our own Parliamentary
system. I most earnestly hope that the Austrian policy will
in time become u policy more favourable to freedom in foreign
countries. But we have been told of late, and many declara-
tions even by Her Majesty's Government go to insinuate the
fear, that Austria is cherishing schemes for the establishment
of her authority in countries which do not belong to her,
which form part of what is called the Balkan peninsula. What
I say is this, by all means lot Austria show us that this is
false,1 Why don't they do wo, instead of talking about their
indignation ? Why don't they yay, ' We have no scheme
of establishing ourselves in those countries. We respect
their freedom; we wish them to enjoy it as we enjoy it
ourselves/ It would be infinitely better to hold language of
that kind rather than talk about indignation against one
who will not uuurrul with Hungarian or Austrian or anybody
else until they begin to quarrel with freedom, but who when
they bwgiu to quarrel with freedom, will quarrel with them to
the best of IUB power. You are engaged, as I think, in a
battle of freedom hero. I can see that the freedom of this
1 8uo Loiter to Count Kdrolyi in Appendix,